
Week 47 
 

Each day this year, the Swedish American Museum will feature a Swedish-American fact 
on our Facebook page to commemorate our 40 years in Andersonville and the Swedish 

roots of our community. 
 

 
 

#OnThisDay… 
 

NOV. 21 – in 1996 our exhibit shared a Swedish Christmas tradition - Ljuskrona. 

Ljuskrona (light crown) is a hanging candelabra adorned with cut paper and used to 

decorate Swedish homes during the holiday season. 

NOV. 22 – in 2013 we hosted our first annual "Got Glögg? Tasting and Competition".  

According to the Spirits Museum in Stockholm, glögg originated with King Gustav I 

Vasa of Sweden who was fond of a drink made from German wine, sugar, honey, 

cinnamon, ginger, cardamon and cloves. In 1609 the drink was named “glödgad vin”, 

which meant “glowing-hot wine.” The word “glögg” is a shortened form that first 

appeared in print in 1870. 

NOV. 23 – in 1910 convicted Swedish murderer Johan Alfred Ander was executed by 

guillotine. He is the last person to be executed in Sweden and the only person 

executed by a guillotine in Sweden.  Legislation to prohibit capital punishment was 

enacted in 1921 and amended in 1973. 

NOV. 24 – in 2013, our exhibit “A Swedish Painter – Michael Söderlundh” closed.  

Söderlundh's expressive works invite the view to "discover things not seen, hiding 

themselves under the shadow of natural objects". 

NOV. 25 - in 2008 our exhibit was “Johnson - Morrison: Tradition and Innovation in 

Contemporary Textile Art”. The exhibit was a collaboration between two weavers of 

Swedish descent living in Chicago, David Johnson and Vivian Morrison. Their displayed 

work focused around Swedish tradition and nature including Johnson's urban-inspired 

tapestry and mixed media pieces, and Morrison's jackets. 

NOV. 26 - in 1915 Swedish immigrant and foreman at the Root Glass Company, 
Alexander Samuelsson, designed and patented the iconic Coke bottle. His design won 

a national competition set by The Coca-Cola Company to design a new bottle that 
would protect the brand from a growing army of copycats.  The famous creative brief 
was to design a "bottle so distinct that you would recognize it by feel in the dark, or 

lying broken on the ground." 
 

NOV. 27 -  in 1701 Anders Celsius, Swedish astronomer, physicist and mathematician, 

was born. He founded the Uppsala Astronomical Observatory in 1741, and in 1742 

proposed the Celsius temperature scale which bears his name. 

 

 


