
Week 42 
 

Each day this year, the Swedish American Museum will feature a Swedish-American fact 
on our Facebook page to commemorate our 40 years in Andersonville and the Swedish 

roots of our community. 
 

 
 

#OnThisDay… 
 

OCT. 17 - in 1994, King Carl XVI Gustaf visited our Museum and signed a plaque to 

hang on our Immigrant Wall. He met with leaders of Chicago's Swedish-American 

community and announced the upcoming 1996 Immigrant Jubilee. 

OCT. 18 – in 1854, Salomon August Andrée (S.A. Andrée) Swedish engineer, physicist, 

aeronaut and polar explorer, was born. Andrée died while leading an attempt to reach 

the geographic North Pole by hydrogen balloon in 1897. 

OCT. 19 – in 1993, "New Architecture and Design" continued at the Chicago 

Athenaeum's 333 Gallery as part of Sweden Next, co-sponsored by the Museum. The 

exhibit featured photos and renderings of modern Swedish architecture and design, 

including the new Götenburg Opera House which was inaugurated in October 1994. 

 OCT. 20 - in 1998, the Field Museum in Chicago was presenting an exhibit entitled 

"Swedish Folk Art: All Tradition Is Change". The exhibit included the lekstuga that 

became part of the Brunk Children's Museum when it opened in 2001.This exhibit was 

produced by Kulturhuset (Stockholm) in collaboration with Santa Fe's International 

Folk Art where it premiered in 1994 and traveled to L.A., Quebec and Lansing 

Michigan before opening in Chicago.   

OCT. 21 - in 1833, Alfred Nobel, inventor of dynamite and founder of the Nobel Prize, 

was born in Stockholm. 

OCT. 22 – in 1937, Chicago's Charter Jubilee concluded a seven-month celebration of 

Chicago's 100th anniversary. Placement of the Andersonville School commemorative 

plaque on the building on the SW corner of Foster and Clark was part of that 

celebration. 

OCT. 23 - in 1990, the Strindberg plays, "Miss Julie" and "The Stronger" were 

presented at the Museum in its basement. Under the direction of Daniel Worth, the 

actors performed modern translations of the plays. 


