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2015 was a year filled with wonderful events, 
concerts, exhibits and programs. Many of them have 
given me special memories and connections. 

The Swedish American Museum is open seven days 
a week and only closed for special holidays so it gives us 
great opportunities to serve our members and visitors. 
They come for the first floor exhibit, or to connect 
with a memory or object on the second floor, or to 
find a relative on the Immigrant Wall. All ages enjoy 
the third floor where our Brunk Children’s Museum of 
Immigration inspires creativity and learning.

This year one of our first-floor exhibits gave us an 
opportunity to showcase a special Swedish-American 
family, the Appletons, with special thanks to Albert 
Goodman and the Edith-Marie Appleton Foundation. 
Another exhibit was a collaboration with Chicago 
Cultural Alliance members and taught us that moving 
from one place to another, near of far, gives us the 
chance to connect and create new families. The art 
exhibits at the beginning of the year showed the more 
contemporary art of a Swedish artist and the nature-

inspired paintings by a Swedish-American artist. The 
variety of artwork and information in our exhibits was 
appreciated by our visitors.

On the second floor we continue to make changes 
throughout the different seasons and holidays so that 
regular visitors have something new from our collection 
to discover. New donations are often included in these 
rotating components to our permanent exhibit, and we 
are excited to have the Viking ship from the restaurant 
Kungsholm now on the landing of our Appleton 
Staircase. This was a donation from the Grossinger 
family. The ship had to be restored and conditioned by 
Restoration Division, LLC as it had been kept outside 
for several years. 

Upstairs on our top floor imaginations are being 
employed constantly. There are days that bread is made, 
the cow provides milk for the meal and fish are being 
caught, cooked and caught again.

Even with twelve months in the year we were 
not able to finalize the project of getting the water 
tower landmark back, but on May 1 we all did a little 

dance of joy nonetheless. That is when the 
City of Chicago approved our fire suppression 
installation and we were able to lock the doors 
and go home at the end of the day—no longer 
were 24-hour fireguards needed. It was completed 
thanks to the dedication of our contractor, 
facility committee members, staff and night 
guards. Fingers crossed that the Andersonville 
Water Tower will indeed return in 2016.

We are very fortunate to have support 
from members and friends of the Museum 
who can help with the “behind the scenes” 
work of keeping our building safe and secure. 
The Museum is one of the larger buildings 
in Andersonville and our 24,000-square-foot 
building is used as many hours of the day as we 
can handle. The year was filled with an array 
of programs and events. In addition to the 
Museum’s regular activities, almost three events/
week, not counting children’s activities, we are 

Greetings from the Executive Director
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assisting small local not-for-profit groups with their 
rehearsals, board meetings, as well as book readings  
for Andersonville’s local bookstore, Women and 
Children First. We also have SACC, SWEA and 
Verdandi No. 3, I.O.S., using the Museum for  
their meetings. Additionally, the wonderful 
sounds of the Chicago Male Chorus and 
Merula fill the gallery space during their 
late-evening practices. Many couples  
and organizations have hosted their 
special events in our gallery space as     
well throughout the year.

We enjoy working together with  
Ebenezer Lutheran Church for our annual 
holiday events, North Park University 
for concerts and lectures, Andersonville 
Chamber of Commerce for local 
events and discussions. Andersonville 
wouldn’t be as Swedish without the 
work of Swedish Bakery, SVEA 
and Simon’s. Other locations  
who continue to connect us  
to Sweden are Thybony  
Paint  
Co., 
Pastoral,  
First 
Slice, and 
Andersonville 
Brewing.

In addition 
to the guidance 
from our board 
of directors and board of 
trustees, we are fortunate to 
get support from several committees 

that help with facilities, marketing, the Children’s 
Museum, genealogy, collections, exhibits and the annual 
fundraising gala. Many of the meetings take place during 
the evening hours and during the day our volunteers 

assist the staff with all of the aspects of the Museum’s 
operations. The tremendous support of our volunteers 
make it possible for us to open the doors for over 350 
days a year or approximately 2,500 hours. That is 
something for which we should all be proud.

It’s been a great pleasure and privilege to 
work with all of you—staff, board, trustees, 

volunteers, members, visitors and friends—
to continue the work and mission of the 
Museum for another year.

Thank you all for making our Swedish 
American Museum a very special place.

Med vänliga hälsningar,

Karin

Greetings from the Executive Director — continued

Kungsholm ship donated 
by Rose Grossinger
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The board of directors is a diverse group of 
individuals with a common passion of serving the 
Swedish American Museum. A few of us grew up in 
Sweden and have now made Chicago our home, a 
number of us grew up in the United States and are of 
Swedish descent, some are Swedish through marriage, 
while others have no Swedish affiliation but are active 
members of the Andersonville community. 

The board meets monthly as a group to help define 
the future vision and to help support the current 
mission of the Museum. Board members are active in 
committees that include facilities, marketing, finance, 
exhibits, children’s advisory board, annual fundraising 
ball, and genealogy. As we kick off the Museum’s 
40th anniversary year in 2016, we are excited to be 
working on a number of special committees charged 
with organizing events that will commemorate this 

special milestone celebration. We welcome additional 
volunteers on these committees so please let us know if 
you are able to assist. 

On behalf of the board of directors, please accept 
our thanks for your continued support of the Swedish 
American Museum. Whether you have provided 
financial support, attended an event, visited the 
Museum, volunteered, or done several of these, we 
thank you. It is through the continued commitment 
and support of our members, volunteers and donors 
that we are able to continue bringing the Swedish 
culture to life in Chicago. 

Tack! 

Kathy Voss 

Chairperson’s Letter

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors and Partners:

Edith-Marie 
Appleton 
F O U N D AT I O N
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The Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration  
is a bustling, exciting place for all ages. Whether 
they are blasting off to the moon, sailing across the 
ocean in a steamship or Viking ship, fishing, creating 
a homestead in America or running a household in 
Sweden, guests enjoy using their imaginations to 
experience a new world. 

“The staff was very knowledgeable and  
were able to guide the students in their learning  
at the Museum. I appreciated the organization  
and flow of the field trip. Many students said,  

‘This was the BEST field trip EVER!’”  
~ Ms. Smith from Camras School ~

In 2015, schools continued to flock to the Museum 
to experience Immigration Imagination, our school 
tour program. We served 101 schools in 2015 and led 
students from preschool to high school through the 
immigration experience. Many students enjoyed guided 
tours of our “Dream of America” exhibit where the 
journey of immigrants unfolded through story. Others 
learned a Swedish folk dance and created an art project 
that they could take home to share with families. 
All students visited the Children’s Museum where 

costumed educators helped them experience a glimpse 
of what immigration might have felt like so long ago. 
Though school budgets are tight and curriculum is 
often very demanding, many of our teachers return 
with their students year after year, often stating that  
our program is their favorite and sometimes their  
only field trip of the year. 

“I love the Swedish American Museum and am going  
to tell my mommy to bring me back tonight!”  

~ Kindergarten Student ~

Birthday parties are a great way to experience the 
Museum. In 2015 we had 40 birthday parties, bringing 

in many first-time visitors. Children love our parties 
because they are fun. Parents love our parties because 
they are stress free, educational and flexible!

“I thought this was a fantastic experience— 
my daughter loved it, unlike most other camps we  
have tried. Will be back next year. Thank you!” 

~ Parent of a Pioneer Camper ~

In 2015 we had many delightful events that brought 
families together. In March, Pippi Longstocking came 

The Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration

Grace Payne and Lilian Abar get crafty at the Museum
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to visit and had breakfast with Museum visitors! She 
was extremely silly and led the children in ridiculous 

games. The energy was high (as was the noise level!). 
The Museum also partnered with the Field Museum 
to lead a Viking-inspired family day. Families learned 
more about Viking games, like Kubb, and created 
Viking-inspired crafts. Lots of good connections were 
made with new families. 

With the summer months we saw numerous new 
faces as tourists and children on summer vacation 
visited the Museum. The highlight of summer was 
Pioneer the World Day Camp. Campers visited the 
countries of Sweden, Japan, Germany and Haiti. Guests 
representing each country came in and taught the 
children about their culture. Camp was very successful 

in 2015. Attendance doubled from the year before. 
During the fall, two new programs were added to 

the calendar. In September we had a Viking café. Our 
friendly Viking mingled with guests of all ages who 

came to enjoy pancakes and activities. In November 
generations came together to learn all about the Dala 
Horse. After hearing the story, “Per and the Dala 
Horse,” guests decorated their own. There were many 
creative horses including one colorful horse covered  
in sparkles. There was even a unicorn Dala Horse!  
In 2015 we also enjoyed favorite activities like Hejsan, 
Family Nights, Easter crafts, Midsommarfest, Pippi 
Longstocking movie, Julmarknad and Breakfast  
with Tomten.   

The Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration — continued

“Some of the push and pull factors they had  
a long time ago are the same as today!”  

~ 5th grade student after discussing why  
people were moving to America ~

“The camp was fun. The children were  
excited to attend each day and were  

clearly engaged in the activities. Thank you!”  
~ Parent of a Pioneer Camper ~

“We had SO MUCH FUN! Thank you!” 
~ Room S from Lake Shore School ~

“The staff is great with the students.  
The program complemented our curriculum very  

well. It’s the best field trip we go on.”  
~ Ms. Peterson from Sears School ~

From left: Patrick O’Brien explores the “Buzz Aldrin: Space Visionary” exhibit; Pioneer camper Vivian Abar dances to Haitian music



6  ★  Swedish American Museum 2015 Annual Report

Volunteers’ time, talent, expertise, advice and humor 
touch every part of the Swedish American Museum. In 
2015, as in 2014, volunteers contributed over 6,000 
hours. We appreciate our volunteers beyond measure. 
When visitors, whether longtime members or first-
time guests, walk through the front doors, they are 
welcomed by a volunteer. Drawn to the Museum from 
near and far, visitors appreciate the warm greetings they 
receive. 

From cataloging and digitizing the collection, 
tending the Museum store, welcoming guests to special 
events, concerts, lectures and the wonderful family 
events, volunteers contribute throughout the Museum.

Shortly after I started volunteering I felt that the  
staff and fellow volunteers at the Museum had become  
my extended family. It is such a pleasure greeting guests  
as they arrive and I feel such pride when they stop on  

the way out to say how much they enjoyed their  
visit. Children often seem to leave with smiles  

bigger than when they arrived.
~ Margot Ward ~

You don’t have to be Swedish to enjoy volunteering at  
the Swedish American Museum. We are all immigrants 
and our Museum’s history says it so well. It gives you a 

picture of what people went through to get here and how 
they acclimated so well. I feel like I have been here for years 
not six months, and that is because of how you’re welcomed 

to the Museum by the staff and volunteers. I enjoy  
welcoming guests from around the world. 

~ Diana Gardner ~

Several volunteers have been with us for years: 

I’ve been volunteering since Kerstin Lane was executive 
director. Pastor Victorson, an original founder and pastor 
at Ebenezer suggested I volunteer. Saturday was my day at 
the admissions desk along with Ruth Uddenberg’s mother. 
Before the renovation, we were stationed in the area that 
would now be under the main staircase. Kurt Mathiasson 
used to pull up a chair and spend time with us. We have so 

much fun meeting people and hearing their stories. 
~ Joan Soderberg ~

I’ve been volunteering since 1990 and started  
at the admissions desk. Later I began labeling textiles  

Our Wonderful Volunteers

Volunteers: left, Yvonne Johnson, Frank Schneider, and Char 
Nyman; below, Cathy Holmquist and Kate Sheehy
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and the collection has been my volunteer home since  
that time. My fingerprints are on everything in the 
collection! The best thing about volunteering here is  

that I get to deal with gracious and wonderful  
young people who make me feel important.

~ Eva Giba ~

Interest in becoming involved in the Museum as a 
volunteer has a common thread, connection and 
learning. Jim Haglund recounts what drew him to  
the Museum:

My paternal grandfather was born in Chicago  
in 1885 and when he died in 1964 I didn’t know  
much about his upbringing as a boy in a Swedish 

household. In 2015, after a few visits to the Swedish 
American Museum (and newly retired from a journalism 

career) I offered my services as a volunteer. My initial 
expectations were that I would find information about  

his family life; that didn’t happen. But I did find a 
wonderful, intelligent staff and interesting visitors from 

all over the United States and the world. Helping at 
the Museum also offered knowledge about the Swedish 

experience in Chicago and whetted my interest in  
delving into my family’s background in Sweden.

~ Jim Haglund ~ 

Each year we honor our volunteers at the Annual 
Meeting and select one person for Volunteer of the 
Year. Vereen Nordstrom has been involved with the 

Museum since its inception and was honored as 
Volunteer of the Year at the 2014 Annual Meeting. 
Her contributions, vast and diverse, include serving 
on the board as secretary, co-chair of the Tantalizing 
Treasures Sale, a leader within the Swedish American 
Genealogical Society (formerly known as the Nordic 
Family Genealogy Center), a member of the Children’s 
Museum advisory board, along with volunteering at 
innumerable events, activities and celebrations.  
Vereen’s reaction to receiving the award was one  
of surprise and great honor.

Volunteering at the Museum has brought me  
benefits beyond expectations. To name just a few: it  

has greatly enhanced my connection with the Swedish  
part of my Nordic roots and has given me so many 

opportunities to meet interesting people and hear their 
stories. It has also provided me with a positive way  
to support the mission of the Museum. It has been  

my pleasure to volunteer. I contribute my time  
and energy and gain so much in return. It has  

been a very positive addition to my life.
~ Vereen Nordstrom ~

Volunteers: below, Janet Nelson and Linda Flentye; right, Vereen 
Nordstrom, 2014 Volunteer of the Year, and Karin Moen Abercrombie
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The Swedish American Museum hosted and 
developed exciting new special exhibits during 2015. In 
January, the gallery was filled with the colorful “Streets, 
Blocks and Neighborhood” artwork by Björn Sjögren, 
a Swedish-born artist now living in Texas. Visitors to 
the exhibit enjoyed looking for their own meanings in 
Sjögren’s abstract work. 

The delicate water colors of George Olson’s “Homage 
to the Tallgrass Prairie” helped us welcome spring to the 
Midwest in March. Olson, who is also involved in prairie 
environmental restorations, rendered his images of native 
grasses and wildflowers of the North American prairie in 
stunning detail to the delight of all visitors, both children 
and adults. 

June saw the installation of the innovative “Chicago’s 
Families” exhibition, which was a collaborative 
exhibition curated by teams of cultural institutions of 
the Chicago Cultural Alliance (CCA) presented at six 
sites across the city. The Swedish American Museum 
served on the steering committee of “Chicago’s 
Families” and this exhibit was the culmination of over 
two years of extensive planning work in partnership 
with other CCA organizations. We hosted one of the 
anchor exhibits of the project, “Chicago’s Families: 
Finding Home,” a collective exhibit developed by the 

Swedish American Museum, the Japanese American 
Service Committee, the National Public Housing 
Museum and the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Center for Gender and Sexuality, which explored 
concepts of home and belonging through historical and 
contemporary voices of Chicagoans. 

Finally, we rounded out the year with another 
exhibit which was curated in-house, “Appleton: 
A Swedish Chicago Legacy.” “Appleton” explored 
the story of a Swedish immigrant family through 
their collected artwork and personal belongings. To 
develop “Appleton,” the Swedish American Museum 
collaborated with the Goodman family to present a 
private collection of artwork and decorative arts to the 
public for the first time. 

Streets, Blocks and Neighborhood 

Björn Sjögren
Jan. 16 – March 15, 2015

“A stroke of luck brought me here— 
so glad to see this artist!” 

“Feels like home–beautiful Sweden!”
“Love the ‘Streets, Blocks and Neighborhood’ 

…my favorite!”

2015 Museum Exhibits

Panels from Families: Finding Home and George Olson, artist.
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Homage to the Tallgrass Prairie 

George Olson
March 19 – May 31, 2015

“Very meticulous, feast for flower lovers!” 
“I love grasslands and your work makes  

me want to venture into them with a more  
thoughtful eye! Thank you!” 

“Love your attention to the seasonality  
and changes of different plants!” 

“Lovely, looking forward to summer! May the 
 prairie live forever continuously renewed!”

Chicago’s Families: Finding Home

Swedish American Museum, Japanese American 
Service Committee, National Public Housing Museum, 
University of Illinois at Chicago Center for Gender and 
Sexuality

June 7 – Sept. 13, 2015

“Thank you for this exhibit! This museum is  
a place where I feel at home.”

“Wonderful experience even for us non-Swedes—  
you did a fantastic job of bringing to life  

the immigrant experiences!”

“An exhibition that gives food for thought.”
“Very thoughtful exhibit, we enjoyed it!  
Families #1 importance in our lives!”

“I’m visiting from the U.K. and I’m thinking  
of all the new refugees we have in Europe right  
now and wondering how long it will take them  

to find homes? Thank you for updating me  
on this long process in the U.S.”

Appleton:  
Portrait of a Swedish Chicago Legacy

Swedish American Museum, Goodman Family
Sept. 18 – Nov. 29, 2015

“What a wonderful family story that  
extends much beyond!”

“Thank you for an excellent exhibit!”
“So interesting—beautifully displayed!”

“The Appleton exhibit brought back fond memories—a 
wonderful Chicago legacy.”
“Such an inspiring history!”

“Can’t miss a chance to thank the curators  
for the fantastic presentation—very informative  

and emotional as well.”  

2015 Museum Exhibits — continued

Views of the Appleton Exhibit
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2015 was a busy and exciting year in the Museum’s 
collections and exhibits. Many generous Museum 
members, community members, families, volunteers, 
businesses and organizations contributed artifacts, 
stories and time to growing and preserving our historical 
collections. During 2015, we added about 360 new 
artifacts to the collection from 41 different donors. 
Some examples include a historic photo of Mon’s Bakery 
in Andersonville; an archival collection of Swedish 
immigrant, Thor Rydholm; a Swedish tall case clock from 
the early 20th century; and a collection of Swedish crystal. 
Additionally, we collected ten new oral history interviews 
with Swedish immigrants, descendants and Andersonville 
residents. 

Our curator and fleet of interns and volunteers 
worked behind the scenes to improve the preservation 
of our collection of historical artifacts through making 
artifact mounts out of archival quality materials, 
padded dress hangers and muslin dust covers.  

We continued to increase access to our collection’s 
information through improvements and additions to 
our digital collection management database. Collection 
interns from local as well as international universities 
worked on a number of projects including artifact 
digitization, cataloging Swedish immigrant letters and 
creating finding aids. In 2015 volunteers and interns 
worked approximately 950 hours in the collection.

One of the most exciting parts of 2015 came in 
September when the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services notified us that we had been awarded funding 
for a major collections storage improvement project. 
We will be installing new high-density, museum-quality 
shelving along the north wall of our collections storage 
area. This new shelving will allow us to continue 
sustainable growth to the collections while improving 
the storage environment for all of our 16,000  
collection items. 

2015 Museum Collection

Permanent Collection

Cathy & William 
Amundsen

Leroy Anderson
Karin Andersson
Steven Anderson
Karin Björkling
Leif Brink
Jill Crooker
Chris E. Dexter
Carl & Lois Eklund
Denise Ericson
Audrey Fields
Allan F. Gaynor
Eva Giba
Karen Gilbert
Robert Gustafson
Jane Hamlin

Richard Hamlin
Elizabeth Hedges
May A. Jackson
John David Johnson
Paul & Linnea Johnson
Raymond Johnson
Rolf Larson
Elien Levander
Eric Lucke
Arne Lundquist
Pam Lurie
David & Diane Manthey
Bryan & Naomi Martin
Nona Michael
Evar Miller
Mr. & Mrs. David D. 

Mitchell
Ruth D. Nelson
Dean Ogren

Barbro Pearson
Jennifer Pope,  

The Red Balloon Co.
Kathryn Pritkin
Vernette Richmond
Kristin Rydholm
Dan Scheff
Ulla-Britt Tidstrom
Karin M. Plym Forshell-

Verlander, M.D.
Rosemarie Young

Library and Education  
Collections

Ann-Helen Anderson
David Anderson
Inger Burrns
Jill Crooker
Tomas Johansson

Kerstin Lane
Janella Lentz
Evar Miller
Vivian Morrison 
Carol Morton
Vereen Nordstrom
Roy F. Olson
Barbro Pearson
Janet Peterson
Pinnacle Peak 

Presbyterian Church
Agneta Rosenberg
Peggy Smith
St. Michael Evangelical 

Lutheran Church
Mats O. Stenander
Nancy Anderson Trainer
Conrad Wennerberg

Donations to the Collection
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The Swedish American Genealogical Society, 
formerly known as the Nordic Family Genealogy 
Center, serves individuals who bring their own unique 
questions to the Genealogy Center for Wednesday 
afternoon research sessions.

Some of these questions are “I want to…
 ... locate family members through death and  
  marriage indexes.”
 ... find my Swedish grandma and grandpa’s  
  Swedish records.”
 ... find my Swedish   
 ancestors who   
 immigrated 
 before 1870.”

Dedicated volunteers 
Sue Jackson, Shirley 
Koelling, Ellen Kondrot, 
Kathy Meade and Wayne 
Nelson provided one-on-
one genealogy research 
help to find answers to 
these and other inquiries, 
offered beginning family 
research guidance, or helped 
researchers trouble-shoot  
old brick walls.

“[I found] validation of birth information  
of [my] maternal grandmother.”

“Researched specific names;  
found a location of a home.”

~ Wednesday Research Guests ~

The Saturday genealogical presentations addressed 
topics of a more general nature. This year, the focus 

was in three areas: resources, writing a family history 
and notions of home. Saturday presentations included 
discussions around genealogical resources from 
Emiweb, Emibas and ArkivDigital to records of the 
South Suburban Genealogical and Historical Society 
and beyond. Some sessions were more hands-on about 
photo restoration and creating written family histories 
of your own. Still more sessions dealt with the stories 
of Swedish immigration from films as well as our 
own members’ lives and experiences. One Saturday 

meeting even looked at 
immigration issues in 
Sweden today. 

“I enjoyed the book 
discussion about ‘The 

Orphan Train.’ I could 
identify with the story as my 
mother had been placed in 

a foster family.” 
~ Lori Johnson ~

“The number of immigrants 
taken in by Sweden amazed 

me. Especially when 
compared to the number in 

the United States.” 
~ Marilyn Turchi ~

Our Wednesday research guests are always thankful 
for the information they receive — be it verification of 
records they already have or instructions on how to use 
regional archives located in Sweden. Our genealogical 
presentations on Saturday keep our members and non-
members aware of new genealogical information and 
resources.

Swedish American Genealogical Society
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Kerstin Andersson Museum Store

New products and colorful displays delighted 
visitors to the Kerstin Andersson Museum Store as we 
introduced the Daniel Wellington brand of Swedish 
watches with their elegant styling, interchangeable 
bands and high-fashion appeal. In contrast to the 
modern appeal of the 
watches, we began 
carrying a line of hand-
forged iron jewelry 
by blacksmith Smedja 
Therese of Sweden. 

Top sellers continued 
to be linens from 
Ekelund, with a surge in 
sales at the holidays, and 
all things Dala horse. 
January and February 
led us into 2015 with 
sales ahead of 2014. The 
positive start to the year 
lasted until June when 
sales inexplicably fell 
in spite of a successful 
Midsommarfest, where 
sales were nearly on par 
with last year’s totals. 
Overall, lower price-
points on many items 
contributed to net 
annual sales that hit only 
slightly under those for 
the previous year.

Beautiful September weather and a great turnout 
at this year’s Scandinavian Day in Vasa Park made it 
possible for us to reach out and introduce the Museum 
Store to many new people. Our booth, filled with the 
store’s most popular items, was busy from open to close 
keeping four of us constantly busy networking, selling 
and enjoying a wonderful day. Road trips to other 
outside markets such as Rockford Midsommarfest, 

Estonian House Christmas Market and Sweden Väst 
in Geneva, brought word of the Museum and the 
Museum Store to other communities. Right here at 
home, we bolstered our place in the neighborhood with 
a spotlight booth at the Andersonville Farmer’s Market. 

The holiday season 
again brought many 
visitors to the Kerstin 
Andersson Museum 
Store. Positive customer 
feedback and many 
return visitors indicated 
the popularity of our 
Christmas selection. 
Trivia cards from Box 
Quiz made popular 
stocking stuffers 
alongside gifts harkening 
back to the past with 
simple, traditional 
designs made with straw 
and wood. A decline in 
interest in the usually 
popular Orrefors and 
Kosta Boda tea light 
holders indicated a need 
to refresh our crystal 
selection in the future. 
Julmarknad sales were 
nearly double those 
from 2014. 

We owed much of the successes of the year to the 
energy and enthusiasm of our store volunteers in 2015. 
A few of our dedicated volunteers left us this year to 
pursue other adventures. We were buoyed by new and 
enthusiastic volunteers as well as the expertise of many 
longtime store volunteers. With new projects both 
underway and on the horizon in the year to come we 
hope to interest others in sharing their time and talents 
with the Kerstin Andersson Museum Store.
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The Swedish American Museum continues to 
publicize activities that illustrate its mission of 
interpreting the immigrant experience for children 
and adults through ongoing educational programs to 
promote appreciation of Swedish-American culture.

In the words of Executive Director Karin Moen 
Abercrombie, “Every day is a new adventure. Our 
thousands of visitors remind us that what we are doing 
makes a difference.”

Almost weekly, media releases and calendar listings 
are disseminated voluntarily by former board member 

Stephen Anderson, a retired newspaper editor. He 
seems never to lack content, whether related to regular 
programming or to special events and exhibits.

For example, first-floor gallery installations such 
as “Appleton: Portrait of a Swedish Chicago Legacy” 
call attention to the lives of pioneer individuals whose 
contributions and achievements made Andersonville an 
icon of Scandinavian immigration to Chicago.

Also provided to news outlets is coverage of such 
regular features as the Brunk Children’s Museum of 
Immigration, the Swedish American Genealogical Society 
and guided monthly tours of the second-floor exhibit.

The Brunk facility, which takes up most of the 
third floor, greets about 10,000 children and caregivers 

annually, along with some 4,000 students who arrive in 
buses for tours. The Museum also welcomes hundreds 
of guests annually for birthday parties and wedding 
receptions.

“We give the gift of wonder and imagination 
through stories and history,” says Education Manager 
Stacey Nyman. “The children walk away smiling and 
excited, often exclaiming they can’t wait to bring their 
families back to show what they learned.”

The Genealogy Center, in addition to monthly 
programs that provide historical research tips, offers 

competent assistance on Wednesday afternoons for 
individuals who seek specific information about  
family ancestry.

The Museum’s media contact program has resulted 
in timely coverage by local and regional publications 
and electronic resources. Public awareness of ongoing 
activities, exhibitions and special events continues to 
boost attendance. 

Even visitors from Sweden drop in occasionally 
after learning about the Museum from articles in the 
international Swedish Press magazine and other sources. 
After visiting the Immigration Museum and chatting 
with staff and volunteers, many leave with purchases 
from our store.

Press Releases Highlight the Museum’s Many Activities

From left: competitors from the hit Swedish television show “Allt För Sverige” visit the Museum (pictured with Karin Moen Abercrombie and  
Erik Kinnhammar); Margot Ward and Connie Ash at Julmarknad
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Exhibits, Programs and Classes in 2015

Exhibits

• “Streets, Blocks and Neighborhood” by Björn Sjögren 
• “Homage to the Tallgrass Prairie” by George Olson
• “Chicago’s Families: Finding Home” A Project of the 

Chicago Cultural Alliance
• “Appleton: Portrait of a Swedish Chicago Legacy” 
• Library Exhibits: “Immigrant Letters Project” and  

“A Community on the Prairie: Bishop Hill, Illinois”

Events related to the exhibits included opening 
celebrations, Gallery Walk, Start with Art and  
Family Nights.

Concerts

• Saft Stockholm with Lena Bjärskog
• Sofia Talvik Live in Andersonville
• From Jenny Lind to ABBA
• Ulla Pirttijärvi & Ulda in Concert
• Merula Concert: Sing into Spring
• Chicago Swedish Male Chorus Concert
• Annual Jenny Lind Concert with Sara Swietlicki  

and Markus Kvint
• Immanuel Gospel Choir from Sweden in Concert
• Åkervinda Concert
• Ugandan Kids Choir
• Peter Nordberg in Concert 
• Andrew and Elsa Peterson— 

The True Pioneers
• Magnus 

Mårtensson:  
From  
Silberschloss  
to Holly- 
wood!

Sponsor  
Sherrie 

Magnuson 
with musician 

Magnus 
Mårtensson
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Lectures

• “The Dream of America—A Guided Tour of the 
Permanent Exhibit,” monthly

• “From the Soapbox: Soap Sisters on Skincare”—
Suzie and Linda Tjernlund

• “Get Smart about Brain Health”—Dr. Emily 
Lindner

• “Runes, Twitter and the Vikings”—Professor Henrik 
Williams

• “Conscious Breathing”—Anders Olsson
• Walking Tour of Swedish Andersonville
• “North Park University: A Photographic History 

from the F.M. Johnson Archives”—Dean Charles 
Peterson

Family Programs

• Hejsan: Story & Craft Hour
• Bullerbyn Swedish Language Playgroup
• Pancakes with Pippi

• Kids’ Activities All Week at the Museum During 
Chicago Public School’s Spring Break

• Family Day
• Family Fest 

• Pioneer the World Day Camp 
• Viking Breakfast and Activities
• Pippi Longstocking Movie 
• Family Fun: Dala Horse Craft and Story

Special Events 

• Monthly Showing of Swedish Films
• Herring Breakfasts with Tre Kronor Restaurant 
• Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition
• Elsa and Me Made to Fit Dress Event
• Smithsonian Magazine Museum Day Live!
• “A Chicago Halloween—Andersonville”  

Open House Reception
• Screening of “The 100-Year-Old Man...”  

at the Music Box Theatre

Exhibits, Programs and Classes in 2015 — continued

First row (left to right): Kerstin Lane with her granddaughters, Anna and Isabel Olshansky; Larry Anderson from Tre Kronor 
Second row (left to right): Nancy Wenstrand at Julmarknad, Peter Nordberg performs, three generations of the Rimington family with Pippi
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• Three Crowns Ball: Annual Fundraising Dinner  
and Auction

• Got Glögg? Tasting and Competition

Holiday Celebrations and Programs

• Fettisdagen/Fat Tuesday
• Våffeldagen/Waffle Day
• Påsk/Easter Activities Week
• Midsommarfest
• Kanelbullens Dag/Cinnamon Roll Day
• Christmas Preview and Sale
• Julmarknad
• Breakfast with Tomten 
• Julmiddag/Old-Fashioned Swedish Family 

Christmas Dinner

Workshops

• Monthly Jam Sessions for Musicians 
• Candle Making and Christmas Crafts

Classes
• Swedish Language Series
• Scandinavian Dances with Linda Westergren-Muhr 

and Paul Muhr
• Nordic Family Genealogy Sessions 

Events Co-sponsored with  
Other Organizations

• Family Program on Vikings at the Field Museum
• “Public Space and Cultural Diversity: What Makes a 

Space Feel Welcoming?”—Chicago Cultural Alliance 
Panel Discussion

• Chicago Inclusion Project Play Reading
• The Reunion (Återträffen) Film Screening
• Lucia Celebrations at Daley Plaza, the Museum and 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church

In addition, the Museum worked closely with 
the Andersonville Chamber of Commerce on many 
events and promotions including, Farmers’ Market, 
Sidewalk Sale and Arts Weekend. We also participated 
in Scandinavian Day at Vasa Park in Elgin, Illinois 
and Midsummer celebrations in Rockford, Illinois 
and Bishop Hill, Illinois. This year also marked the 
Museum’s second time taking part in the Estonian 
Christmas Market. 

Exhibits, Programs and Classes in 2015 — continued

Three Crowns Ball Chair Kathy Voss and ball committee member Jodi 
Beavers celebrate at the gala held at the Crystal Ballroom in Evanston
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$50,000 & Above
The Edith-Marie 

Appleton Foundation
Jeanne Guritz Estate

$10,000 to $49,999
Ulla Brunk
Illinois Arts Council
MacArthur Fund for Arts 

& Culture at Prince 
Olof & Emily Röstlund
Verdandi Lodge No. 3, 

I.O.S.
Edward T. Zasadil 

$5,000 to $9,999
Daniel & Karin 

Abercrombie
Mark Adams & Sharleen 

Uddenberg-Adams
Marilyn R. Drury-

Katillo*
Philip & Madelaine 

Gerbaulet-Vanasse*
Giordano’s Pizza*
Bob & Mardee Gramen 
Russell & Catherine 

Holmquist
Kenneth Norgan
Paul & Barbara 

Rimington
Rosemary Schnell
Kate M. Sheehy

$1,000 to $4,999
American Daughters  

of Sweden
Gunnar & Kerstin 

Andersson
Bank of America 

Foundation**
Julie Benson
Stig & Ingrid Benson
Nancy Bodeen
Harriet Bolling
Larry & Laura Ekstrom

Jessie Ewing*
Linda Flentye
Great Lakes Clinical Trials
Anders & Donna 

Gustafsson
Kristina Houston
IBM International 

Foundation**
Annika Jaspers
Robert & Lenore Johnson
Ted Johnson
Dan Juran
Norman & Bernice 

Koglin
Kerstin & Joseph Lane
Wesley & Debra Lindahl*
Karen K. Lindblad
Walter & Sherida 

Magnuson
Maurice Foundation
Donald & Jeanette 

Mellskog
Janet Nelson*
Nels & Alice Nelson
Thomas Nelson
Wayne E. Nelson*
Kerstin Nicholson
Vereen Nordstrom*
John Nordwall
Kevin Palmer &  

Frank Schneider*
Jeanette Pearson Estate
Permatron Corporation
Annette Seaberg &  

David Anthonsen
Bengt & Gerd Sjögren
Svenska Skolan
Svithiod Lodge No. 1, 

I.O.S.
SWEA Chicago
Swedish Council of 

America
Terry & Ruth Uddenberg
Volvo North America 

Corp.

Kathy Voss*
Wikstrom Specialty Foods
Marian Wolf Estate
Richard Young

$100 to $999
Heather Abercrombie
Aetna Foundation**
Don Ahlm
Karl Ahlm
Bill Aldeen &  

Shelley Torres Aldeen
Kate Alpert &  

Dmitry Shub
Carole Jeanne Anderson
David Anderson
Donna Anderson
Jay Anderson
K. Stephen & Sally 

Anderson
Larry Anderson &  

Patty Rasmussen
Steven Anderson*
Vincent & Sarah 

Anderson
Wayne Anderson
Willard Anderson
Charlotta Anton
Annie Aubrey
Jodi Beavers
Susan Bekiares*
Don & Mary Lee Benson
Raymond & June Benson
Oskar & Natasha Berg
Peter Berghoff
Chad-Eric & Celia 

Bergman
Tomas & Birgitta 

Bergman
Kelley & Joan Bergstrom
Bethany Homes & 

Methodist Hospital
Alec Biehl
Glenn & Dolores 

Bjorkman

Blaine Boogert & Jennifer 
Debner

Nelson Bowes &  
Virginia Messick

Randi & Roar Broch
Richard & Phyllis 

Brynteson
Jim & Shari Burton
Marianne Candido*
Ralph & Monica Carlson
S. Erik & Evelyn Carlson
Carlson Family 

Foundation**
Grace Carlson-Lund
Clayton A. Cerny
Robert & Joyce 

Christensen
Noreen Christy
Ronald & Galeta Clayton
Nelson & Enid Cleary
Jason Cox*
Alex & Ingrid Crepas*
Lisa Dahlgren
Marianne Dahm
Eamon Daly*
John Dawn III
Thomas & Sylvia Decker
Ray & Else-Britt DeLong
Donald & Shirley Diersen
Laurel Dittman*
Joe Dombrowski*
Jack & Elsie Doyle
Donald & Sharon 

Driscoll*
Ellen Edstrom
Edward Ekstrom
Vivi-Anne Erikson
Anders Eriksson*
Tina Fahrenbruch*
Sam Fazio*
James & Adrienne Filkins
Anders & Barbara Flodin
Jane Florine

Contributions
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Jay Ganu*
Diana Gardner
Danny Gazdic*
David & Ulla-Britt 

Gerber
Beverly Gillen
Millie Gillen
Berith Gotstedt
John & Lee Grandin
Devin Gross*
Scott Gunthorp*
Charles Hafner*
Charlotte & Magnus 

Haglind
Hamburger Mary’s 

& Andersonville 
Brewing*

Robert & Janice Hanson
James & Joyce Hart
John Hasselberg
Bo & Anita Hedfors
Janet & John Helin
Ake Hellstrom
Frederick & Nita Hemke
Joel Herbst*
Robert Hogg &  

Anne-Marie 
Andreasson-Hogg

Harry & Judith 
Hoglander

Russell Holmgren
Anna Hovland
Margareta Hovland
Dennis & Birgitta Hulth
John & Jacqueline Huml
Illinois Tool Works 

Foundation**
Anders Ivarsson*
Jim & Karen Janas
Warren & Irene Jinks
Martin & Barbara 

Johanson
LeRoy Johnson &  

Marie Klivington
Glenn Johnson*

Harold & Maj Johnson
Karl & Indira Johnson
Lester Johnson
Phyllis Johnson
Walker & Carolyn 

Johnson
William Johnson
Yvonne Johnson
David Johnston
Susan Just & Cary Slade
Patti Kampsen*
Ronald & Margie Karl
Kathy & Bill Kastilahn
Erik Kinnhammar*
Robert & Jane Klockars
Glenn & Betty Koets
Karen Kozik
John Kolb &  

Beata Krakus
Louis & Ann Krause
Wilco Krul*
Harold Larson
Richard & Joann Larson
Rolf & Linda Larson
Rolf & Gunborg Larsson
Rich Leick*
Janella Lentz
Brita Lind
Miles Lindblad
Ralph & Siv Lindgren
Tore & Margit Lindgren
Linnea South Suburban 

Women’s Club*
Judy & William Locke
Mark & Kenda 

Lundgren*
Ingrid Lyons
Denise Mancini
Thomas Martin
James & Tamara Maurice
Kent & Kim McCarley
Patrick McCarthy*
Thomas & Birgitta 

McGuire

Douglas & Karen Melin
Wesley & Beverly 

Mellskog
Sherri Mellskog
John & Eleanor Milton
Joni Modaff*
Alice Morava
Joe Moravy
Carol Morton
Howard Morton
Paul Muhr & Linda 

Westergren-Muhr
David Nelson &  

Michelle Bitoun
LeRoy & Eloise Nelson
Carl & Judith Nemecek
Rex & Nancy Newcomb
Elsa Nichols
Frank & Kerstin 

Nicholson
Robert Nordin & Kay 

Horberg-Nordin
Ken & Beryl Nordine
Fredrik & Lesli 

Nordström
North Park University
North Side Federal 

Savings
Norma Oates
Matt Olaveson
Susan Olofson
Michael & Annika 

Olshansky
Marty & Cathy Olson
Robert & Bibi Orelind
Peter & Joan 

Papadopoulos
Ronald & Ingrid Papanek
Sandip & Anna Patel
Frederic Pearson
Robert & Agnes Pearson
Carol Perkins
Maurits Persson
Dorothy Petefish
Kathleen Petefish

Grant Peters
Charles & Sharon 

Peterson
William & Linda Potter
Susan Rice
Linda Roberts*
Harry & Solvig Robertson
Ellen Rogin
Leslye Sandberg*
Carl Sandelius
Gregory Eric Sandlund
Mark Schall*
William & Jorunn 

Scheiderich
Vincent & Carol 

Schmeckpeper
Ronald & Tina Schmidt
Bill & Mary Seeger
Gordon & Carole Segal
Richard & Ulla Britt 

Sivertsen
Skändal, Ltd.
Joan Soderberg
Matthew Spejcher & 

Irene Strom Spejcher
Lars-Birger & Dallas 

Sponberg
Jerome & Kathleen 

Stemnock*
Goran & Marianne 

Strokirk
Lillian Stuart
John & Carol Sundquist
Sundstrom Pressed  

Steel Co.
Anna Louise Swanson
Lyle Swatek
Astrid Thoren
Ulla-Britt Tidstrom
Jack & Sibyl Tingley
Inez Törnblom
George & Kerstin 

Trowbridge
Jennifer Tscherney

Contributions — continued
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Dominic & Marilyn 
Turchi

Patricia D. Turner
Katrine Vange-Keller
Magnus & Agneta Waller
Linda Waltz
Claes & Rebecca 

Warnander
Joakim & Anne 

Weidemanis
James & Elaine Wessman
Daniel West*
Maude Westergren
Ingvar & Alfhild 

Wikstrom
Marie Wikstrom &  

Jim Shanley*
Kevin Williams
Michael & Georgia 

Williams
Robert & Linda Wilson
Rosemarie Young
Christine Youngberg
Robert Zarse

Under $100
Thank you to the many 
Museum supporters who 
donated in 2015

In Honor of
Karin Moen 
Abercrombie’s Mathiasson 
Community Service 
Award
Bertil Brunk’s 90th 
Birthday
Edward T. Zasadil’s 
Engeldahl Ancestry
Eva Giba
Bob Gramen
Annika Jaspers
Harold & Maj Johnson’s 
60 Years of Marriage
Karen K. Lindblad
Ralph Lindgren’s  
90th Birthday

Donald & Jeannette 
Mellskog

Warren Nelson
Wayne Nelson 
Ruth & Terry 
Uddenberg’s 50th 
Anniversary
Maude Westergren’s  
95th Birthday

In Memory of
Raymond Almer
Edith-Marie Appleton
George Bodeen
Vernon Bengston
Bertil Brunk† 
Elisabeth Ehrlund
Jeanne Guritz
Einar Hovland
Lois (Olson) Marthaler
Mildred Nordstrom
Hal & Norma Oates
Wendell Pearson
Henry Sanderson

In-Kind Donations
Dan & Karin 

Abercrombie
Goran & Karin Anner
Coffee Studio
Goethe Institut Chicago
La Colombe
Wally & Sherrie 

Magnuson
Vereen Nordstrom
Ken Norgan
Scott & Stacey Nyman
Kevin Palmer &  

Frank Schneider
Edward Pomeroy
Irene Pomeroy
Kate Sheehy
Starbucks Andersonville
Astrid Thoren

Contributions — continued

Erika Alm
K. Stephen Anderson
Karin Andersson
Karin Anner
Carolyn Aronson
Joan Asplund
Katie Bartels
Oskar Berg
Anna Buchanan‡
Maria Chrysander‡
Else-Britt DeLong
Carol Erickson
Vivi-Anne Erikson
Michael Ferrer‡
Linda Flentye
Renee Freville
Diana Gardner
Eva Giba
Jim Haglund
Yvonne Johnson
Joanne Kiewicz
Shirley Koelling
Heather Lanctot‡
Karen K. Lindblad
Andrea Malquist
Andrea Marshall
Genesis Martinez‡
Brock McCord‡

Kathy Meade
Paul Muhr
Wayne Nelson
Janet Nelson
Kerstin Nicholson
Fredrik Nordström
Sue Nordstrom
Vereen Nordstrom
Char Nyman

Sophie Nyman
Stina Persen
Darrell Phipps
Kit Pleasant
Ed Pritikin
Elsa Rotteberg
Carol Seaton
Jezibel Serna
Kate Sheehy
Dan Snow‡
Ruth Snyder
Joan Soderberg
Joseph Stauffer‡
Astrid Thoren
Ruth Uddenberg
Kathy Voss
Margot Ward
Linda Westergren-Muhr
Kevin Williams

Top Museum Volunteers

Volunteers who contributed 30 hours  
or more of service during 2015

Wikstrom’s Specialty 
Food

Robert Zarse

We apologize if we have 
missed a donation or if a 
donor is listed incorrectly. 
The listing is a combination 
of donations in all categories 
throughout 2015.

* denotes Water Tower 
Fund Contribution

** denotes a matching gift
† gifts designated to go to 

the Brunk Children’s 
Museum  
of Immigration

‡ individuals that served 
as interns in 2015

Contributions — continued
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Revenues

Contributions and dues income
Admission fees 
Memorials and restricted gifts 
Gift shop sales 
Special events/programs (net of program costs) 
Total public support 
 
Grants from government agencies 
Other income and net assets released  

from restriction 
Total Public Support & Other Revenues 

Expenses 

Program services 
Management and general services
Fund-raising services
Total Functional Expenses 
 
Change in net assets 
 Prior period adjustment/Special expense
 Net assets - beginning of year
 Net assets - end of year

Balances at year end – 2015 
Assets 

 Total current assets (cash, grants, and inventory)
 Fixed assets, less depreciation
 Contributions receivable (noncurrent portion) 
 Total other assets
 Total Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets 

 Total current liabilities
 Long-term and deferred debt, net of current portion
 Total Liabilities

Total Net Assets 

2015

$356,198
$36,157

$338,145
$195,157
$61,138

$986,795

$142,116
$1,128,911

$690,082
$116,808
$45,278

$852,168

$276,743

$2,936,654
$3,213,397

$1,993,006
$1,580,901

$129,788
$74,731

$3,778,426

$43,048
$521,981

$565,029

$3,213,397

2014

$329,465
$35,608

$116,773
$199,116
$59,734

$740,696

$18,182

$192,438
$951,316

$627,178
$99,877
$44,642

$771,697

$179,619
-$31,835

$2,788,870
$2,936,654

$1,882,946
$1,649,409

$74,731
$3,607,086

$128,267
$542,165

$670,432

$2,936,654

2013

$640,621
$37,645
$33,678

$219,084
$47,723

$978,751

$26,600

$119,526
$1,124,877

$611,128
$102,032
$55,353

$768,513

$356,364
-$109,450

$2,541,956
$2,788,870

$1,611,156
$1,703,699

$74,731
$3,389,586

$38,350
$562,366

$600,716

$2,788,870

The Museum had a positive year with net 
assets increasing $276,743. 

Contributions increased 19 percent over 
2014. Rental income from the gallery and 
the Brunk Children’s Museum increased by 
13 percent. Our annual fall fundraising gala 
netted close to $59,000.

In 2015, $20,065 was raised for the 
Water Tower Fund. Total funds dedicated to 
the water tower now equal $120,000. The 
money will be used to construct a fiberglass 
replacement of the Museum’s water tower. The 
neighborhood landmark had to be removed in 

2014 because of irreparable damage.
  Expenses increased 10 percent in 2015, 

partially due to higher legal fees related to 
zoning and licensing. In 2015, the City of 
Chicago required the Museum to apply for 
a Public Place of Amusement (PPA) license. 
There were also improvements to the building. 

At the end of the year, the Museum’s 
investments totaled $1,533,055, an increase  
of 9 percent from 2014. Investment 
performance was roughly flat as dividends  
and interest offset valuation declines. 

2015 Financial Summary



Mission 

Through its arts and educational programs and its 
permanent collection, the Swedish American Museum 
interprets the immigrant experience for children and adults 
and promotes an appreciation of contemporary Swedish-
American culture. 

Vision 

To be the preeminent Swedish-American immigration 
museum in the greater Chicago area and a unifying force 
within the Midwestern Scandinavian community. 

Core Values

The Swedish American Museum:

1. Celebrates Swedish customs and traditions

 a. Lectures, concerts, classes, exhibits 
  emphasizing Swedish culture
 b. Tours for groups and individuals of all ages
 c. Gift shop featuring Swedish items

2. Honors the Nordic immigration experience

 a. Collection and exhibit depicting Swedish 
  immigration to the United States 
 b. Interactive Brunk Children’s Museum  
  of Immigration
 c. Immigrant Wall
 d. Swedish American Genealogy Center

3. Recognizes contributions of volunteers  
 and supporters

 a. Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner 
 b. Donor board 
 c. Kurt Mathiasson Heritage Society
 d. Annual award honoring individuals for  
  their contributions

4. Fosters collaboration with the broader  
 community

 a. Andersonville neighborhood
 b. Other Chicago-area museums
 c. Educational and cultural institutions 
 d. Businesses and trade organizations

Swedish American Museum

“Visiting the Museum always brings out  
the ‘Viking’ in my blood. I’m going to raid 

(and pillage) the bar at Simon’s Tavern  
across the street now.”



“This place is AWESOME.  
We will be back.”

Swedish American Museum and the 
Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration

In the Heart of Andersonville
5211 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60640

Phone: 773.728.8111
Fax: 773.728.8870

museum@samac.org
SwedishAmericanMuseum.org


